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Description

The present invention relates to a coupling device
featuring threaded members capable of rapid engage-
ment and disengagement. Threaded coupling devices,
such as conventional nuts and bolts, have often proven
ineffective in highly specialized applications, for exam-
ple, where speed is required, or where extended rotating
movement is undesirable. Efforts have been made to
design threaded coupling devices which may be assem-
bled by rapid rectilinear movement followed by final
tightening by rotating one member relative to the other.
Just as there is a need to reduce the time and effort re-
quired to assemble threaded coupling members, there
also exists a need to simplify and speed up the process
of disengaging threaded coupling devices.

US-A-4083393 describes a nut having a series of
segments in a tapered hole in a base part for sliding
movement upwardly and downwardly to allow insertion
of a bolt. Each segment Includes a guide pin and an op-
eration ring is provided including can sections, each of
the latter comprising a lower flat surface, an upper flat
surface and an inclined surface connecting said upper
flat surface with said lower flat surface, said lower and
upper flat surfaces extending substantially parallel tothe
bearing end face of said base part, said cam sections
engage said guide pins of said individual nut segments,
respectively, to control said nut segments, whereby said
nut segments are slidable upwardly on said inner sur-
face of said tapered hole by rotation of said operation
ring as well as by lifting of said nut segments and said
guide pins therewith off said cam sections, respectively.

According to one aspect of the present invention
there is provided a coupling device comprising:

a first member provided with threads;

a second member having an opening therein lying
along a longitudinal axis into and out of which said
first member may be inserted and removed;

said second member including a first frustoconical
surface and a second frustoconical surface spaced
from said first frustoconical surface;

a plurality of threaded elements each having inter-
nal threads a first frustoconical bearing surface for
sliding movement with respect to said first frusto-
conical surface on said second member and a sec-
ond frustoconical bearing surface for sliding move-
ment with respect to said second frustoconical sur-
face on said second member

means mounting said threaded elements for move-
ment outwardly with respect to the longitudinal axis
of said second member

means normally urging said threaded elements in-
wardly with respect to the longitudinal axis of the
second member whereby the inward sliding move-
ment of said first member within said opening of
said second member along said longitudinal axis
causes said threaded elements to move radially
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outward by sliding action along saidfirst and second
frustoconical surfaces of said second member and
said first and second bearing surfaces of said
threaded elements after which brief rotating move-
ment of said first member tightly moves said first
member into engagement with said second mem-
ber; and

means moving said threaded elements radially out-
ward by sliding cooperation between said first and
second frustoconical surfaces and said first and
second frustoconical bearing surfaces thereby per-
mitting said first member to be moved outwardly
along said axis by sliding movement.

Also according to the present invention there is pro-
vided a method of rapidly engaging and disengaging
first and second coupling members provided with exter-
nal and internal threads, respectively, comprising the
steps of:

inserting the first coupling member within the sec-
ond coupling member;

insertion of the first member causing the internal
threads of the second coupling member, which
threads on a plurality of threaded elements forming
part of said second coupling member, to move apart
from each other by sliding action alongfirstand sec-
ond spaced frustoconical surfaces of said second
member and first and second frustoconical bearing
surfaces of said threaded elements;

continuing to move the first coupling member within
the second coupling member by sliding movement;
briefly rotating the first coupling member such that
the external threads thereof tightly engage the in-
ternal threads of the second coupling member lock-
ing the coupling members together;

rotating the first coupling member in the opposite
direction to release the tight engagement between
the external threads of the first coupling member
and the internal threads of the second coupling
member;

moving the internal threads of the second coupling
member apart from each other; and

removing the first coupling member from the sec-
ond coupling member by sliding movement.

The coupling device of the present invention in-
cludes a first member provided with external threads
and a second member having an opening therein into
which the first member is inserted. The second member
is provided with pluralities of movably mounted internal-
ly threaded elements for receiving the external threads
of the first member. Structure is provided whereby the
firstmember may be inserted within the second member
by rectilinear sliding movement for a predetermined dis-
tance after which the first member may be rotated into
tight engagement with the second member. Release of
the first member may be accomplished simply by rotat-
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ing the first member very slightly in the opposite direc-
tion, after which simple manual manipulation of the sec-
ond member withdraws the threaded elements from en-
gagement permitting the first member to be slidably re-
moved axially from the second member. With the
present invention it is therefore possible to attach and
detach threaded couplings quickly with only minimal ro-
tating action.

The invention will now be further described by way
example with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which:-

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating generally the
components of the coupling device, including the
first externally threaded member and the second in-
ternally threaded member which receives the first
member;

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating
the parts of the second coupling member, particu-
larly the structure for movably mounting the inter-
nally threaded elements and the key elements for
causing the internally threaded elements to with-
draw facilitating easy sliding removal of the first
member in an axial direction along a rectilinear
path;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 of Fig.
1 illustrating in particular the various frustoconical
surfaces within the second coupling member;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the
threads of the movably mounted threaded ele-
ments;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of one of
the movably mounted threaded elements, illustrat-
ing in particular the spring-biased washer for exert-
ing downward pressure thereon to normally urge
the threaded element inwardly in a radial direction,
and the associated key element manually operated
by the user to urge the threaded element outwardly
in a radial direction to release the first coupling
member;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the coupling device il-
lustrating the position of the various parts of the sec-
ond coupling member prior to introducing the first
member therein;

Fig. 7 is a sectional view of the coupling device il-
lustrating the position of the parts of the second cou-
pling member during movement of the externally
threaded first member into the internally threaded
second member;

Fig. 8 is a sectional view of the coupling device il-
lustrating the position of the parts of the second cou-
pling member when the first coupling member is ful-
ly threaded therein;

Fig. 9 is a sectional view of the coupling device il-
lustrating the position of the parts of the second cou-
pling member when manual force is applied thereto
withdrawing the threaded elements of the second
coupling member thereby releasing the first cou-
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pling member for sliding, outward movement along
a rectilinear path; and

Fig. 10 is a schematic diagram illustrating the crest-
to-crest relationship of the threads 16 of the first
member or bolt 10 and the threads 29 of the thread-
ed sections 28 during sliding movement of the first
member into the second coupling member.

As seenin Fig. 1, the coupling device of the present
invention includes a first member 10 provided with
threads and a second member 12 having a threaded
opening therein into which the first member 10 may be
inserted in locking relationship. More specifically, the
first member 10 in the preferred embodiment is a bolt
provided with a head 14 and helical threads 16 on the
shaft thereof. The second member 12 will now be de-
scribed with reference to Figs. 2, 3 and 6.

The second member 12 includes a sleeve 18 into
which is slidably mounted a cylinder 20. The cylinder 20
is provided with a series of slots 22 through which cor-
responding keys 24 pass. The keys 24 are attached to
the sleeve 18 with fasteners 26.

The cylinder 20 is provided with a frustoconical sur-
face 19, as best seen in Fig. 3. More particularly, the
frustoconical surface 19 is a surface of revolution ex-
tending at an acute angle o to the longitudinal axis of
the sleeve 18 and cylinder 20 along which the first mem-
ber 10 moves. A second frustoconical surface 21 is pro-
vided within the cylinder 20 extending at an acute angle
o. to the longitudinal axis of the sleeve 18 and the cylin-
der 20.

A plurality of movably mounted, externally threaded
elements generally designated by the reference numer-
al 28 are positioned within the lower cavity of the cylinder
20. The movably mounted threaded elements 28, which
in the preferred embodiment are three in number, are
held in place and urged downwardly within the cavity 30
by the washer 32, as explained hereinafter. As illustrat-
ed in Fig. 4, the movably mounted threaded elements
28 are provided with internal threads 29 coaxial with the
cylinder 20. The internal threads 29 have an apex angle
B.

The second member 12 includes a cap 34 which is
mounted for movement relative to the sleeve 18. The
cap 34 includes a shoulder 36 provided with threads 38
which engage threads 39 of the cylinder 20 permitting
the cap 34 to be screwed in place within the cylinder 20.
A hole 35A is provided in the shoulder 36 for receiving
a locking pin 37 which passes through the hole 21A in
the cylinder 20. In this manner, proper alignment of the
cap 34 and the cylinder 20 with the slots 22 and key
elements 24, sleeve 18 and the threaded elements 28
is insured. As seen in Figs. 2-3, a coil spring 40 is posi-
tioned within the gap 42 between the outer wall of the
cap 34 and the inner wall of the sleeve 18. The coil
spring 40 normally urges the cap 34 and the sleeve 18
in opposite directions.

A second coil spring 44 is positioned within the cav-
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ity 46 between the shoulder 48 of the cap 34 and the lip
50 of the washer 32. The second coil spring 44 normally
urges the washer 32 downwardly such that the lip 50
thereof engages the upper edges 54 of the movably
mounted threaded elements 28, as seen in Fig. 5.

The cross section of each of the movably mounted
internally threaded elements 28 is depicted in Figs. 3, 5
and 6. Each threaded element 28 includes at the top on
the inner surface thereof a frustoconical surface 52 ter-
minating at the upper portion thereof in the edge 54
against which the bottom of the lip 50 of the washer 32
abuts. Each of the elements 28 is also provided with a
frustoconical surface 55 extending at an acute angle a
to the axis of the sleeve 18, thus permitting easy sliding
movement between the frustoconical surfaces 21 and
55.

Still further, each of the movably mounted internally
threaded elements 28 is provided near the bottom there-
of with a frustoconical surface 56 which extends at an
acute angle a to the axis of the cylinder 20. The frusto-
conical surfaces 56 of the movably mounted threaded
elements 28 are thereby adapted to axially abut and
slide on the frustoconical surface 19 of the cylinder 20.

Moreover, the frustoconical surface 56A of each of
the elements 28 abuts the sloping surface 58 of each of
the keys 24.

In the preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the acute angle o (Fig. 3) of the aforementioned
frustoconical surfaces is less than the apex angle p of
the threads 29 of the elements 28. Thus, the inclined
surfaces of the threads 29 extend at greater acute an-
gles to the axis of the cylinder 20, then the frustoconical
surfaces of the cylinder 20. By way of example only, with
a bolt having threads 16 and elements 28 having
threads 29 of apex angles of 60°, it is advantageous to
form the aforementioned frustoconical surfaces of an-
gles o of approximately 45°.

The structural relationship between the keys 24 and
the movably mounted internally threaded elements 28
and the operation thereof will now be described. Each
of the keys 24 protrudes through a slot 22 formed in the
cylinder 20 and engages the sloping surface 56A of the
movably mounted threaded element 28. As seen in Fig.
5, each of the threaded elements 28 is provided with a
notch 57 defining the downwardly sloping contact sur-
face area 56A which is complementary in configuration
with respect to the downwardly sloping contact surface
58 of the key 24. Thus, as the cap 34 is manually moved
closer to the sleeve 18, the keys 24 move upwardly
causing the threaded elements 28 to move outwardly
disengaging the threads 29 thereof from the threads 16
of the first member 10.

Fig. € illustrates the position of the movably mount-
ed, internally threaded elements 28 before the first
member or bolt 10 is inserted within the second member
12. It will be apparent that the groups of threaded ele-
ments 28 are urged inwardly towards each other in an
axial direction by the force of the second spring 44. Fig.
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7 illustrates the position of the parts when the first mem-
ber or bolt 10 is moved into the second member 12 by
sliding movement, i.e., the bolt 10 is moved inwardly
merely by pushing it without rotation. It will be apparent
that as the threads 16 of the first member 10 engage the
threads 29 of each of the threaded elements 28, the el-
ements 28 are moved radially outward. With reference
to the schematic of Fig. 10, it can be seen that during
sliding movement of the bolt 10, the threads 16 and 29
are in crest-to-crest relationship. With the threads 16
and 29 in this position, the bolt 10 could be advanced
by rotation, if desired, but in accordance with the objec-
tives of the present invention only sliding movement is
used.

Fig. 8 illustrates the first member or bolt 10 fully in-
serted within the second member 12. After the first
member or bolt 10 is pushed all the way into the second
member 12, or as close thereto as may be desired or
practical, the head 14 is manually rotated until the inside
surface 61 of the head 14 abuts the lower surface 62 of
the sleeve 18, thus locking the first member 10 within
the second member 12. It is understood that since the
threaded elements 28 are movably mounted within the
cylinder 20, there is some capability of movement even
when the bolt 10 is being inserted within the elements
28. Thus, when the head 14 of the bolt 10 is rotated the
frictional force between the threads 16 and 29 is en-
hanced by the resiliency of the engagement between
the threaded elements 28 and the threaded bolt 10. That
is, because the threaded elements 28 are not rigidly po-
sitioned within the cylinder 20--as in the case of most
fastening nuts--the tightening of the bolt 10 by rotation
tends toresiliently urge the threaded elements 28 down-
wardly providing an unusually tight locking action. Safe-
ty features are provided to guard against accidental un-
locking. The cap 34 is continuous metal to base to guard
against "bump release;" the shoulder 35 of the sleeve
18 must be pulled toward the cap 34 to effect release.
Also, the shoulder 35 of the sleeve can not be moved
toward the cap 34 until the tension between the threads
is released.

Fig. 9 illustrates releasing of the first member 10.
More particularly, as the cap 34 and the shoulder 35 of
the sleeve 18 are moved in close proximity to one an-
other against the force of the first coil spring 40, the up-
ward movement of the keys 24, and the sliding move-
ment of the supporting surfaces 58 of the keys 24 and
the supporting surfaces 56 of the threaded elements 28
promoted thereby, move the threaded elements 28 out-
wardly away from each other in a radial direction, thus
releasing the engagement between the threads 16 of
the first member 10 and the threads 29 of the threaded
elements 28, thus permitting the first member 10 to be
removed by rectilinear, sliding movement. It is to be not-
ed, returning to Fig. 8, that the first member or bolt 10
is locked securely in place by rotation, as previously de-
scribed. It is therefore necessary, before the first mem-
ber 10 can be released, to rotate same briefly in a coun-
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terclockwise direction to release the locking action be-
tween the threads 16 and 29. With the foregoing in mind,
after the first member 10 is briefly rotated counterclock-
wise, the shoulder 35 of the sleeve 18 is moved towards
the cap 34, thus withdrawing the threaded elements 28
releasing the first member 10. If, for example, the cou-
pling device of the present invention is oriented vertically
such as seen in Fig. 9, after unlocking the bolt 10 and
moving the shoulder 35 of the sleeve 18 upwardly to-
wards the cap 34, the bolt 10 will actually drop freely
from the assembly under the influence of gravity.

Although a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention has been described, it is to be understood that
other embodiments may exist and changes made with-
out departing from scope of the invention.

Claims
1. A coupling device comprising:

a first member (10) provided with threads (16);
a second member (12) having an opening
therein lying along a longitudinal axis into and
out of which said first member (10) may be in-
serted and removed;

said second member (12) including a first frus-
toconical surface (19) and a second frustocon-
ical surface (21) spaced from said first frusto-
conical surface (19);

a plurality of threaded elements (28) each hav-
ing internal threads (29) a first frustoconical
bearing surface (56) for sliding movement with
respect to said first frustoconical surface (19)
on said second member and a second frusto-
conical bearing surface (55) for sliding move-
ment with respect to said second frustoconical
surface (21) on said second member

means (32,34) mounting said threaded ele-
ments for movement outwardly with respect to
the longitudinal axis of said second member
(12)

means normally urging said threaded elements
inwardly with respect to the longitudinal axis of
the second member (12) whereby the inward
sliding movement of said first member (10)
within said opening of said second member
(12) along said longitudinal axis causes said
threaded elements (28) to move radially out-
ward by sliding action along said first and sec-
ond frustoconical surfaces of said second
member and said first and second bearing sur-
faces of said threaded elements after which
brief rotating movement of said first member
(10) tightly moves said first member (10) into
engagement with said second member (12);
and

means (24,58) moving said threaded elements
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(28) radially outward by sliding cooperation be-
tween said first and second frustoconical sur-
faces (19,21) and said first and second frusto-
conical bearing surfaces (55,56) thereby per-
mitting said first member (10) to be moved out-
wardly along said axis by sliding movement.

A coupling device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
said threaded elements (28) comprise a plurality of
internally threaded elements having frustoconical
surfaces (52,55,56) mating with corresponding
frustoconical surfaces (52A.21,19) within the sec-
ond member (12) thus permitting said threaded el-
ements (28) to move inwardly and outwardly in a
radial direction relative to the second member (12)
and means biasing said threaded elements (28) in-
wardly within said second member (12).

A coupling device as claimed in claim 1 or 2, where-
in said means moving said threaded elements (28)
radially outward comprises a movably mounted key
element (24) associated with each of said threaded
elements (28) and provided with a sloping support-
ing surface (58), each of said threaded elements
(28) having a corresponding sloping supporting sur-
face (56A), such that movement of said key ele-
ments (24) causes slidingmovement of said thread-
ed elements (28) along the juncture of said sloping
supporting surfaces (58,56A) moving said internally
threaded elements (28) outwardly.

A coupling device as claimed in claim 3, wherein
said means moving said threaded elements (28)
outwardly further comprises a cap (34) associated
with said second member (12), means (40) biasing
said cap (34) away from said second member (12),
said threaded elements (28) being movable with
said cap (34) wherein said key elements (24) move
with said second member (12), such that movement
of said cap (34) and said second member (28) to-
wards each other against the force of said biasing
means (40) causes the aforementioned movement
of said key elements (24).

A coupling device as claimed in claim 1 or 2, where-
in said second member (12) comprises a cylinder
(20) provided with a plurality of slots (22) therein, a
plurality of threaded elements (28), means mount-
ing said elements to move between a first inner po-
sition wherein the threads (29) are positioned to
mate with the threads (16) of said first member (10)
and a second, outer position wherein the threads
(29) are out of engagement with the threads (16) of
said first member (10), means urging said threaded
elements (28) to said first, inner position, slotted
portions (57) within said threaded elements includ-
ing inclined supporting surfaces (56A), and wherein
said means moving said threaded elements (28)
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outwardly permitting said first member (10) to move
outwardly along said axis by sliding movement
comprises key elements (24) extending through
said slots (22) of said cylinder including sloping sup-
porting surfaces (58) engaging the supporting sur-
faces (56A) of said threaded elements (28) and
means moving said keys (24) upwardly causing
said threaded elements (28) to move outwardly to-
wards said second position as there is sliding move-
ment between the supporting surfaces (58,56A) of
the keys (24) and the threaded elements (28).

A coupling device as claimed in claim 5, wherein
said means moving said key elements (24) compris-
es a sleeve (18), said key elements (24) secured to
said sleeve (18), a cap (34) connected to said cyl-
inder (20), spring means (40) urging said cap (34)
and sleeve (18) away from each other, such that
manual movement of said cap (34) and sleeve (18)
towards each other moves said key elements (24),
the sliding action between said supporting surfaces
(58,56A) of said key elements (24) and the threaded
elements (28) moving said threaded elements (28)
to their second outer position.

A coupling device as claimed in any one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein said first and second frusto-
conical surfaces (19,21) on said second member
(12) and said first and second frustoconical bearing
surfaces (56,55) on said threaded elements (28)
each extend at the same angle with respect to the
longitudinal axis of the second member (12).

A coupling device as claimed in any one of the pre-
ceding claims, in which said brief rotating move-
ment of said first member (10) causes the frictional
force between said threads (16,29) to be enhanced
because of the resiliency of the engagement be-
tween said threads (16) of the first member (10) and
said threads (29) of said threaded elements (28).

A method of rapidly engaging and disengaging first
and second coupling members (10,12) provided
with external and internal threads (16,29), respec-
tively, comprising the steps of:

inserting the first coupling member within the
second coupling member;

insertion of the first member causing the inter-
nal threads (29) of the second coupling mem-
ber, which threads on a plurality of threaded el-
ements (28) forming part of said second cou-
pling member (12), to move apart from each
other by sliding action along first and second
spaced frustoconical surfaces (19,21) of said
second member and first and second frusto-
conical bearing surfaces (56,55) of said thread-
ed elements (28);
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continuing to move the first coupling member
(10) within the second coupling member (12)
by sliding movement;

briefly rotating the first coupling member (10)
such that the external threads thereof tightly
engage the internal threads of the second cou-
pling member (12) locking the coupling mem-
bers (10,12) together;

rotating the first coupling member (10) in the
opposite direction to release the tight engage-
ment between the external threads of the first
coupling member (10) and the internal threads
of the second coupling member (12);

moving the internal threads of the second cou-
pling member (12) apart from each other; and
removing the first coupling member (10) from
the second coupling member (12) by sliding
movement.

Patentanspriiche

Kuppelvorrichtung, umfassend:

ein erstes Teil (10) mit Gewinde (16);

ein zweites Teil (12) mit einer darin Uber eine
Langsachse verlaufenden Offnung, in die und
aus der das genannte erste Teil (10) eingefligt
und herausgenommen werden kann;

wobei das genannte zweite Teil (12) eine erste
kegelstumpfférmige Flache (19) und eine zwei-
te kegelstumpfiérmige Flache (21) aufweist,
die von der genannten ersten kegelstumpffér-
migen Flache (19) beabstandet ist;

eine Mehrzahl von Gewindeelementen (28),
die jeweils ein Innengewinde (29), eine erste
kegelstumpfférmige Tragflache (56) fir eine
Gleitbewegung in bezug auf die genannte erste
kegelstumpfférmige Flache (19) an dem ge-
nannten zweiten Teil und eine zweite kegel-
stumpfférmige Tragflache (55) fir eine Gleitbe-
wegung in bezug auf die genannte zweite ke-
gelstumpfférmige Flache (21) an dem genann-
ten zweiten Teil aufweisen,

ein Mittel (32, 34), das die genannten Gewin-
deelemente flr eine Bewegung nach auBen in
bezug auf die Langsachse des genannten
zweiten Teils (12) halt;

ein Mittel, das die genannten Gewindeelemen-
te normalerweise nach innen in bezug auf die
Langsachse des zweiten Teils (12) driickt, wo-
bei die nach innen gerichtete Gleitbewegung
des genannten ersten Teils (10) innerhalb der
genannten Offnung des genannten zweiten
Teils (12) Uber die genannte Langsachse be-
wirkt, daB sich die genannten Gewindeelemen-
te (28) durch einen Gleitvorgang uber die ge-
nannte erste und die zweite kegelstumpfférmi-
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ge Flache des genannten zweiten Teils und die
genannte erste und die zweite Tragflache der
genannten Gewindeelemente radial nach au-
Ben bewegen, wonach eine kurze Drehbewe-
gung des genannten ersten Teils (10) das ge-
nannte erste Teil (10) in einen festen Eingriff mit
dem genannten zweiten Teil (12) bringt; und
ein Mittel (24, 58) zum Bewegen der genannten
Gewindeelemente (28) radial nach auBen
durch gleitendes Zusammenwirken zwischen
der genannten ersten und der zweiten kegel-
stumpfférmigen Flache (19, 21) und der ge-
nannten ersten und der zweiten kegelstumpf-
férmigen Tragflache (55, 56), wodurch das ge-
nannte erste Teil (10) durch Gleitbewegung
Uber die genannte Achse nach auBen bewegt
werden kann.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei der die ge-
nannten Gewindeelemente (28) eine Mehrzahl von
Innengewindeelementen mit kegelstumpfférmigen
Flachen (52, 55, 56) umfassen, die mit entspre-
chenden kegelstumpfférmigen Flachen (52A, 21,
19) in dem zweiten Teil (12) Ubereinstimmen, wo-
durch sich die genannten Gewindeelemente (28) in
radialer Richtung relativ zu dem zweiten Teil (12)
nach innen und nach au3en bewegen kénnen, und
ein Mittel, das die genannten Gewindelemente (28)
in dem genannten zweiten Teil (12) nach innen vor-
spannt.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei der
das genannte Mittel, das die genannten Gewinde-
elemente (28) radial nach auBen bewegt, ein be-
weglich befestigtes Splintelement (24) in Zusam-
menhang mit jedem der genannten Gewindeele-
mente (28) umfaBt, das mit einer geneigten Aufla-
geflache (58) versehen ist, wobeijedes der genann-
ten Gewindeelemente (28) eine entsprechend ge-
neigte Auflageflache (56A) hat, so daB die Bewe-
gung der genannten Splintelemente (24) eine Gleit-
bewegung der genannten Gewindeelemente (28)
Uber die Verbindungsstelle der genannten geneig-
ten Auflageflachen (58, 56A) veranlaBt, so daB die
genannten Innengewindeelemente (28) nach au-
Ben bewegt werden.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, bei der das
genannte Mittel, das die genannten Gewindeele-
mente (28) nach auBen bewegt, ferner eine Kappe
(34) in Zusammenhang mit dem genannten zweiten
Teil (12) und ein Mittel (40) umfaft, das die genann-
te Kappe (34) von dem genannten zweiten Teil (12)
unter Spannung fernhélt, wobei die genannten Ge-
windeelemente (28) mit der genannten Kappe (34)
bewegt werden kdnnen, in der sich die genannten
Splintelemente (24) mit dem genannten zweiten
Teil (12) bewegen, so daf3 die Bewegung der ge-
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nannten Kappe (34) und des genannten zweiten
Teils (28) zueinander hin gegen die Kraft des ge-
nannten Vorspannmittels (40) die zuvor genannte
Bewegung der genannten Splintelemente (24) be-
wirkt.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, bei der
das genannte zweite Teil (12) folgendes umfaBt: ei-
nen Zylinder (20), der mit einer Mehrzahlvon Schilit-
zen (22) versehen ist, eine Mehrzahl von Gewinde-
elementen (28), ein Mittel, das die genannten Ele-
mente halt, so daB sich diese zwischen einer ersten
inneren Position, in der die Gewinde (29) so posi-
tioniert sind, dafB sie in die Gewinde (16) des ge-
nannten ersten Teils (10) greifen, und einer zweiten
auBeren Position bewegen, in der sich die Gewinde
(29) nicht im Eingriff mit den Gewinden (16) des ge-
nannten ersten Teils (10) befinden, ein Mittel, das
die genannten Gewindeelemente (28) in die ge-
nannte erste innere Position drangt, geschlitzte Ab-
schnitte (57) in den genannten Gewindeelementen,
die schrag verlaufende Auflageflachen (56A) bein-
halten, und bei der das genannte Mittel, das die ge-
nannten Gewindeelemente (28) nach auBen be-
wegt, so daf} sich das genannte erste Teil (10) durch
Gleitbewegung Uber die genannte Achse nach au-
Ben bewegen kann, Splintelemente (24) umfaBt,
die durch die genannten Schlitze (22) des genann-
ten Zylinders verlaufen, mit geneigten Auflagefla-
chen (58), die in die Auflageflachen (56A) der ge-
nannten Gewindeelemente (28) eingreifen, und ein
Mittel, das die genannten Splinte (24) nach oben
bewegt, wodurch die genannten Gewindeelemente
(28) nach auB3en zur genannten zweiten Position
bewegt werden, da eine Gleitbewegung zwischen
den Auflageflachen (58, 56A) der Splint (24) und
den Gewindeelementen (28) stattfindet.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, bei der das
genannte Mittel zum Bewegen der genannten
Splintelemente (24) eine Hilse (18) umfaBt, wobei
die genannten Splintelemente (24) an der genann-
ten Hulse (18) befestigt sind, eine mit dem genann-
ten Zylinder (20) verbundene Kappe (34), eine Fe-
der (40), die die genannte Kappe (34) und die Hillse
(18) voneinander wegdriickt, so daB durch eine ma-
nuelle Bewegung der genannten Kappe (34) und
der Hulse (18) zueinander hin die genannten Splint-
elemente (24) bewegt werden, wobei durch den
Gleitvorgang zwischen den genannten Auflagefla-
chen (58, 56A) der genannten Splintelemente (24)
und der Gewindeelemente (28) die genannten Ge-
windeelemente (28) in ihre zweite auBere Position
bewegt werden.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach einem der vorherigen An-
spriche, bei der die genannte erste und die zweite
kegelstumpfférmige Flache (19, 21) an dem ge-
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nannten zweiten Teil (12) und die genannte erste
und die zweite kegelstumpfférmige Tragflache (56,
55) an den genannten Gewindeelementen (28) in
bezug auf die Langsachse des zweiten Teils (12)
jeweils im gleichen Winkel verlaufen.

Kuppelvorrichtung nach einem der vorherigen An-
spriche, bei der die genannte kurze Drehbewe-
gung des genannten ersten Teils (10) bewirkt, daB
die Reibungskraft zwischen den genannten Gewin-
den (16, 29) aufgrund der Elastizitét des Eingriffs
zwischen den genannten Gewinden (16) des ersten
Teils (10) und den genannten Gewinden (29) der
genannten Gewindeelemente (28) verstarkt wird.

Verfahren zum schnellen Verbinden und Trennen
eines ersten und eines zweiten Kuppelteils (10, 12),
die jeweils ein AuBen- und ein Innengewinde (16,
29) aufweisen, umfassend die folgenden Schritte:

Einfigen des ersten Kuppelteils in das zweite
Kuppelteil;

wobei das Einfagen des ersten Teils bewirkt,
dafB sich die Innengewinde (29) des zweiten
Kuppelteils, das auf eine Mehrzahl von Gewin-
deelementen (28) geschraubt wird*, die einen
Bestandteil des genannten zweiten Kuppelteils
(12) bilden, durch einen Gleitvorgang uber die
erste und die zweite voneinander beabstande-
te kegelstumpfférmige Flache (19, 21) des ge-
nannten zweiten Teils und die erste und die
zweite kegelstumpfférmige Tragflache (56, 55)
der genannten Gewindeelemente (28) vonein-
ander wegbewegen;

Fortsetzen der Bewegung des ersten Kuppel-
teils (10) in dem zweiten Kuppelteil (12) durch
Gleitbewegung;

kurzes Drehen des ersten Kuppelteils (10), so
dafB sein AuBengewinde fest in das Innenge-
winde des zweiten Kuppelteils (12) eingreift,
wodurch die Kuppelteile (10, 12) miteinander
verriegelt werden;

Drehen des ersten Kuppelteils (10) in entge-
gengesetzter Richtung, um den festen Eingriff
zwischen dem AuBlengewinde des ersten Kup-
pelteils (10) und dem Innengewinde des zwei-
ten Kuppelteils (12) zu Idsen;

Wegbewegen der Innengewinde des zweiten
Kuppelteils (12) voneinander,;

Entfernen des ersten Kuppelteils (10) von dem
zweiten Kuppelteil (12) durch Gleitbewegung.

Revendications

Dispositif de couplage comprenant :

un premier élément (10) pourvu de filetages
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(16);

undeuxiéme élément (12) dans lequelily aune
ouverture située selon un axe longitudinal dans
laquelle ledit premier élément (10) peut étre in-
troduit et retiré ;

ledit deuxieme élément (12) comprenant une
premiére surface tronconique (19) et une
deuxiéme surface tronconique (21) espacée de
ladite premiére surface tronconique (19) ;

une pluralité d'éléments filetés (28) ayant cha-
cun des filetages intérieurs (29), une premiére
surface de support tronconique (56) permettant
un mouvement de coulissement par rapport a
ladite premiére surface tronconique (19) sur le-
dit deuxiéme élément et une deuxiéme surface
de support tronconique (55) permettant un
mouvement de coulissement par rapport a la-
dite deuxiéme surface tronconique (21) sur le-
dit deuxiéme élément :

des moyens (32, 34) sur lesquels sont montés
lesdits éléments filetés pour pouvoir se dépla-
cer vers l'extérieur par rapport & I'axe longitu-
dinal dudit deuxiéme élément (12) ;

des moyens sollicitant normalement lesdits élé-
ments filetés vers l'intérieur par rapport a l'axe
longitudinal du deuxiéme élément (12), de telle
maniére que le mouvement de coulissement
vers |'intérieur dudit premier élément (10) dans
ladite ouverture dudit deuxiéme élément (12) le
long dudit axe longitudinal provoque le dépla-
cement desdits élémenits filetés (28) radiale-
ment vers I'extérieur par une action de coulis-
sement le long desdites premiére et deuxieme
surfaces tronconiques dudit deuxiéme élément
et desdites premiére et deuxiéme surfaces de
support desdits éléments filetés, aprés quoi un
bref mouvement de rotation dudit premier élé-
ment (10) déplace étroitement ledit premier élé-
ment (10) en prise avec ledit deuxiéme élément
(12) ; et

des moyens (24, 58) déplacant lesdits élé-
ments filetés (28) radialement vers I'extérieur
par coopération de coulissement entre lesdites
premiére et deuxidme surfaces tronconiques
(19, 21) et lesdites premiére et deuxiéme sur-
faces de support tronconiques (55, 56) permet-
tant ainsi le déplacement dudit premier élément
(10) vers l'extérieur le long dudit axe par un
mouvement de coulissement.

Dispositif de couplage selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel lesdits éléments filetés (28) compren-
nent une pluralité d'éléments filetés intérieurement
ayant des surfaces tronconiques (52, 55, 56) s'ac-
couplant avec des surfaces tronconiques corres-
pondantes (52A, 21, 19) dans le deuxiéme élément
(12) permettant ainsi le déplacement vers l'intérieur
etvers I'extérieur desdits éléments filetés (28) dans
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une direction radiale par rapport au deuxiéme élé-
ment (12) et des moyens sollicitant lesdits éléments
filetés (28) vers l'intérieur dans ledit deuxiéme é1é-
ment (12).

Dispositif de couplage selon la revendication 1 ou
2, dans lequel lesdits moyens déplacant lesdits élé-
ments filetés (28) radialement vers I'extérieur com-
prennent un élément formant clé monté de maniére
mobile (24) associé a chacun desdits éléments fi-
letés (28) et pourvu d'une surface de support incli-
née (58), chacun desdits éléments filetés (28) ayant
une surface de support inclinée (56A) correspon-
dante, de sorte que le mouvement desdits éléments
formant clés (24) provoque le mouvement de cou-
lissement desdits éléments filetés (28) le long de la
jonction desdites surfaces de support inclinées (58,
56A) déplacant lesdits éléments filetés intérieure-
ment (28) vers l'extérieur.

Dispositif de couplage selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel lesdits moyens déplagant lesdits élé-
ments filetés (28) vers 'extérieur comprennent éga-
lement un capuchon (34) associé audit deuxiéme
élément (12), des moyens (40) sollicitant ledit ca-
puchon (34) & l'opposé dudit deuxieme élément
(12), lesdits éléments filetés (28) pouvant étre dé-
placés avec ledit capuchon (34) de sorte que lesdits
éléments formant clés (24) se déplacent avec ledit
deuxiéme élément (12), de telle maniére que le
mouvement dudit capuchon (34) et dudit deuxiéme
élément (28) I'un vers l'autre contre la force desdits
moyens de sollicitation (40) provoque le mouve-
ment mentionné précédemment desdits éléments
formant clés (24).

Dispositif de couplage selon la revendication 1 ou
2, dans lequel ledit deuxidme élément (12) com-
prend un cylindre (20) pourvu d'une pluralité de fen-
tes (22), une pluralité d'éléments filetés (28), des
moyens sur lesquels sont montés lesdits éléments
pour permettre leur déplacement entre une premié-
re position intérieure & laquelle les filetages (29)
sont positionnés pour s'accoupler avec les filetages
(16) dudit premier élément (10) et une deuxiéme
position extérieure & laquelle les filetages (29) ne
sont pas en prise avec les filetages (16) dudit pre-
mier élément (10), des moyens sollicitant lesdits
éléments filetés (28) a ladite premiére position in-
térieure, des parties en fente (57) dans lesdits é1é-
ments filetés comprenant des surfaces de support
inclinées (56A), et dans lequel lesdits moyens dé-
plagant lesdits éléments filetés (28) vers I'extérieur
en permettant audit premier élément (10) de se dé-
placer vers l'extérieur le long dudit axe par mouve-
ment de coulissement comprennent des éléments
formant clés (24) s'étendant a travers lesdites fen-
tes (22) dudit cylindre comprenant des surfaces de
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support inclinées (58) se mettant en prise avec les
surfaces de support (56A) desdits éléments filetés
(28) et des moyens déplagant lesdites clés (24) vers
le haut provoquant le déplacement vers l'extérieur
desdits éléments filetés (28) vers ladite deuxiéme
position en raison du mouvement de coulissement
entre les surfaces de support (58, 56A) des clés
(24) et des éléments filetés (28).

Dispositif de couplage selon la revendication 5,
dans lequel lesdits moyens déplagant lesdits élé-
ments formant clés (24) comprennent un manchon
(18), lesdits éléments formant clés (24) fixés audit
manchon (18), un capuchon (34) connecté audit cy-
lindre (20), des moyens de ressort (40) sollicitant
ledit capuchon (34) et ledit manchon (18) & I'opposé
I'un de l'autre, de sorte que le déplacement manuel
dudit capuchon (34) et dudit manchon (18) I'un vers
l'autre déplace lesdits éléments formant clés (24),
I'action de coulissement entre lesdites surfaces de
support (58, 56A) desdits éléments formant clés
(24) et des éléments filetés (28) déplacant lesdits
éléments filetés (28) & leur deuxiéme position exté-
rieure.

Dispositif de couplage selon l'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel lesdites
premiére et deuxiéme surfaces tronconiques (19,
21) sur ledit deuxiéme élément (12) et lesdites pre-
miére et deuxiéme surfaces de support tronconi-
ques (56, 55) sur lesdits éléments filetés (28)
s'étendentchacune avec le méme angle par rapport
a l'axe longitudinal du deuxiéme élément (12).

Dispositif de couplage selon l'une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, dans lequel ledit bref
mouvement de rotation dudit premier élément (10)
provoque l'laugmentation de la force de frottement
entre lesdits filetages (16, 29) en raison de ['élasti-
cité de la prise entre lesdits filetages (16) du premier
élément (10) et lesdits filetages (29) desdits élé-
ments filetés (28).

Méthode pour mettre en prise et dégager rapide-
ment les premier et deuxiéme éléments de coupla-
ge (10, 12) pourvus de filetages extérieurs et inté-
rieurs (16, 29), respectivement, comprenant les
étapes consistant &:

introduire le premier élément de couplage dans
le deuxiéme élément de couplage ;

l'introduction du premier élément amenant les
filetages intérieurs (29) du deuxiéme élément
de couplage, qui se visse* sur une pluralité
d'éléments filetés (28) formant une partie dudit
deuxiéme élément de couplage (12), a s'écar-
ter I'un de l'autre par une action de coulisse-
ment le long de premiére et deuxiéeme surfaces
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tronconiques espacées (19, 21) dudit deuxié-
me élément et de premiére et deuxiéme surfa-
ces de support tronconiques (56, 55) desdits
éléments filetés (28) ;

poursuivre le déplacement du premier élément
de couplage (10) dans le deuxiédme élément de
couplage (12) par un mouvement de
coulissement ;

faire tourner brigvement le premier élément de
couplage (10) de maniére a ce que ses fileta-
ges extérieurs se mettent en prise étroitement
avec les filetages intérieurs du deuxiéme élé-
ment de couplage (12), bloquant les éléments
de couplage (10, 12) I'un & l'autre ;

faire tourner le premier élément de couplage
(10) dans la direction opposée pour dégager la
prise étroite entre les filetages extérieurs du
premier élément de couplage (10) et les fileta-
ges intérieurs du deuxieme élément de coupla-
ge (12);

déplacer les filetages intérieurs du deuxiéme
élément de couplage (12) en les écartant I'un
de l'autre ; et

retirer le premier élément de couplage (10) du
deuxiéme élément de couplage (12) par un
mouvement de coulissement.
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